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the perennial gardener
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thomas pausz is a social artist with green fingers

illustrations anna emilia laitinen

1%'s hard B aet 1o the battom af Thomas Pausz. He &, at first, the perfect
strantype of a French intallactual He l2ans forward ta sip his caffes
and then relaxss back in his sear ta axpand on theories of how people
IRTErECT wi
absrure e

iseng

=siam, His bag is filked with sketchbaoks, rar=s and
bBankmarksd wirh undadinings. His enthusasm for ideas

irg, bur he's an enigmatic dha

By his cwwm description, he's an opan designer (Fa predoct designer
is sameane wiha designs chairs, an open designer pl
whare paogple ran build thewr awn. Pausz's wodk sxamines the
of making, not the linal péece. He lowes seeing what people creare from
his iretallation projects: soan workshaps weirg foreged plants, gandens
where you might make your ovm deckchair, and sheds reconstnect
From old people’s memaries. Bat far all his 1as tion with people, |
think secretly hed lika 1o ha & gardenar.

*| s o Ferish far
Eook he pulls out a
weird pl

sl covesr herks” e canfesss Fram hit noms
tatty photagraph of the plant samphire.*Its such a
. | 't';lly like i1 EBecause its rf\;.;lr.'l Yegetalion can Qrcn
evarywhers and it kind of growes herause of advarse atuations, &I
naeds is water”

Lie his prajects, ha heliewas that gardens ar their best mtegrats hurman

activit dens lake & I-:s'g fime tn make ard ¥ :Il'llrl:\f'r:-.'i
o seek advics o maks them work, bs rhars ars of wisys of
growang plamte You can't fi things and you can't controd evenything,”

= R A madel far
ra the archetyne

AeTiarias gl liks re crsars, | think

charerenistic projact of Pausz's In the summer of
1, he =2t up a small soap-making factoary in the Panisian subuork
where he grews up, Garges-les-Gonesse. His ides was 1o gather the

ds johanna derry, photos andrés lejona,

community o make soap using |r::|'|:'.1 snts that could be Faund where
they liwad. He didn't chanse tha 2as=sr of @24 10 5=t up his factary: &
hoarsing estate in the subwrhs, with modernist aparmment blocks

Tha rammunity of Garges-lBrGanesie has & long wadinan of soap
aking for May Day, and Paus? spoke o alder peopke ta gather recipes
ard 1o find whers the ingrediants graw lacally. He saught aur gardens
ard fourd lilac, sage and marigald, and comfray, barage and sapanaria
fra vedieval nursary naarky, Ower The raurss af 8 week, peopks
gathared to make woap © he alder rasidants sharing their
krowledge of traditional =kills with the children. They planted & garden,
which iz eqill hers 1aday, an the rermes af the st s tha p
could comtinue every year.

The influsnce of Fausz's first ok, 52
in his work 1o He's lasc
insrallations, e Ty i

eian for dance, s still visible
ed by the way peaple move anound
T with ak
opportunities for othar peopla o make things together, and revel in
the unpredictabiling of coll
on a project for which be mads soms woaden madules,
peonle to hudd things with,

5 He lowese craating

tian, He reminizces with Tian

h.ln-rkﬁ far

He says, "The wisrars took ona of my piece: and stuck on zomething
rnr'rslu:'lrly diffzrent. It L'nr'plr',c'l:,r exploded my imagil o That was
ona af tha happiest momens aver” For Fausz, design (s an opsn pro
rass that evaryons can comtribate to, *1'd never make a chai | would
ahways bie bappier oo maks & banch, T s Py i

f philaznphy

ast summer in Lugembourg, be built anather public garden in the
grownds of the Modarm AT Musaum, Mudam, This progcn we L]
Hortus Praws, and the idea was for people to mingle with the plants
thraughaur the good weather and shars their knowledage and ideas
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laboratary for making natural dyes from the Roawers, alibrary a r"‘I a
saund system

*lran a work
& L with The
o ba

5 goming
g ol But The waather was 4o horikbls!

“We had [:I..rrq': this ing like it Wi

A ger 1o
rand windy, and it was an effort just nat ta lose

o Ge sunny
It was pouring with ra
everyThing we hed

3 becarms you kro, spé

He enjoys m
Tirna Toswarch

ng thirgs difficulr, and the journey kang Ir gives him
ke 1o clalineraraly take the kang way
round teget & result, he says. That's what ke liked about Horms Frasis.
The progect |ast o irvoleedd joagers, q:r‘ll:'rl:'lt armilies,
tounsts, and athers who passed throuah. “We had the possibility o
r:‘ﬁ"y |lse & sense al time, toget into the r}':,rl moof ma Itlr;l sl
rhirgs Tha ik teak & while 1a make Yol o and fied &
than you had to play and exparimeant weith them” In a month
team praduced anly sis colours af dye they were bappy with b
nextyear wa'll he panting something with tham. | s== ol
about =fficency, so much as about what happens on the Wr:"

His latest prog s a stuchy af how peaple us2 their surmourdings to
shape themsehes, 1 a0 & ;|H month mesidency a1 The Akademie
Schlozs Solituds i Stuts - wehere BE1l Ba part of a ream thart incdludes
Boonamists, scientists, artists and =13 all weorking ot together how
WS CFEATE ALF SLIFTC R E s ARG selass He hapes tosxplors the

L BT s Ak

role ch=sian phays in his *Ivs complicars:d 1o exp
howe you defina or maks yourself in work, in using your surroundings or
making your surrpuncings. s really very cloze o the way | see clezign.

I'm always thinking of how peopds will mave when | desian something:
what will they dowith it, how it willl affect the wey they move and what
thy do, 1| s "

d= This waatsr

He procluces his notebook and deaws & rough sketch. I's 5 rownd
baclied hronza warering can, with a handle so lange and cincular thar
almast loaks like a hoop

“It's nat just a watsring can,’ ha axplains, b
peciple Teel the magic of making plants grow. It looks 5
Jackdin's lamp, and when you us2 i, it makes you 22l like you'rs from
arather world” it does look as if there could B2 a genie living inside it
hars than mearsly & practical Toa 1l for wear=ring
of thiz comman tool 15 an ex@mple of how R helisuss ohjerts o
rake you feml & certain way. His walening can is meant [o ke ya
epariance tha magic of making & garden, a2 well s parfarm tha fue:
tion of kesping it wiatsred

o PaUs s reclsian

hes= are tha '.'|r\ﬁ he finds mi, :ur'l about gardens. 1t's the 'I|inr”|=l
the
sLrpiLing T up redelight you,“They make you fasl
really small. Tha Lusxembouwrg garden Rad so mary big frees around
P10 juest macde Us look like bugs runming ound, | boye g o the
dans in EBarlin, and Kew Gardens, it just fasc ina tirg hows
claverar than we are sometimes. They saem to

a arden compaosition by thomas pausz

We asked Thomas Paus? 1o teach us how o make soap, bt he insizted
on t=lling us ahoart a garden compositnan. 1t's & listaf plants 1o grow
inthe n that make good soap ingredients. They soothe the skin,
g o The e e weste lafy T find
wart to kaok Up a racype and try i, please remame-
ber the scenes from homor ilmes: soap r".g.ltqu can be .‘_Iﬁ";rrguc

it for aursshves. Iy

Bardana (burdock). & madisval plant that has besn used to sonthe
the skin far centuries

Borago officinalis [barage]. A blue shruk, which tastes like oyster.

Calendula imarigoddh. An orange miracle with cleanzng power.

Hibiscus. & witarmin homi, and the juice turns from rad ©o blue
when the acidity changes

Keelreuteria paniculata (qoldenram mae). The soap mrae. Lss the
Imawes for foaming effects.

Salvia {zageh. Calming, and wise.

Lupinus arboreus [trae luping). & powser plant, i has heen used 1o
develop cancer reatments,

Salicornia {marsh samphirs). The magic tom of salt, which s
IFTes 807
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